A PUBLICATION OF THE ANGLO-JEWISH PERIODICAL PRESS. 


FOR THE PROMOTION OF THE SPIRITUAL AND GENERAL WELFARE OF THE JEWS, BY THE DISSEMINATION OF INTELLIGENCE 
ON SUBJECTS AFFECTING THOSE INTERESTS, AND BY THE ADVOCACY AND DEFENCE OF THEIR RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS. 


“Chou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the 
familtes of the earth be blessed.”"—Vocation of the Jews. Gen. xxviii. 14, 


IL. No. 30.] LONDON, OF CHESVAN, 


A.M. 5603.—7TH OCTOBER, 1842. [Price 2$d. 


CONTENTS. 


The Vocation of Judaism ; concluded. 
Dissertation on the Portion M3. 
“ The Duties of a Jewish Press ;’*—from a correspondent. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE.—A religious discourse in the hall of the Great — 
The Flower and the Leaf; a Rabbinical fable. 

_ Lines inscribed in a set of Festival prayer books. 

Anecdote; The Father of his People.”’ 


Synagogue.—New Synagogue; 4 religious discourse.—Announcement of chari- 
table meetings—Invention by a Jew.—The Jewish press; proposals for a 
Jewish periodical in America.—Keasons why the Anglo-Jewish press should be 
supported ; from correspondents.— Board of Deputies ; reported topics of debate. 
—Great Discovery! the Saron proved to be the real race of Israel ! !—Reli- 
gious population estimates.—On Dit. 

ForgIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE.—Jewish Emancipation.—A trait of Baron 


THE VOCATION OF JUDAISM. 
By Hirscu.—(Concluded. ) 


The Almighty now contributes help in time of need, and 
thereby manifests Himself to the universe as the protector of 
the oppressed, as the judge of the froward. At His nod, the 
shackles of His people fall off, and the pride of Egypt sinks into 
nought. The people receive from His hands their liberty 
and nationality, preparatory to their reception of the Revela- 
lation of His will,—of the Torah. In Egypt, they had begun to 
exercise faith (m>}~%), and in the wilderness the work was to 
be accomplished, in order that faith might become the main 
feature in their character. During forty years they were wholly 
dependent on a special Providence, even for the commonest 
necessaries of life, and these were only meted out to them from 
day to day.—(Manna. )—T hey thus learned practically ‘‘ that man 
can not only be sustained on bread, but upon any thing which 
the Almighty shall appoint.” There, in the school of faith, 
unaffected by any of those various interests which moved other 
nations, the Israelites accustomed themselves to regard the 


Divine will, as the rallying point of their nationality, as the 


only one impulse of their actions; and there, nothing inter- 
vened to. divert their attention from recognizing the salutary 
effects which their obedience to the law produced. Having 
such a centre for their nationality, even before they became 
possessed of a country, and having regulations which tended 
to impress on them, that the possession of the country and the 
abundance thereof, were to be given to them only as suitable 
means for the better execution of the Divine will, they were 
prepared for the loss of their state without involving that of 
eir vocation, | 
oreover, it was necessary to keep this nation distinct from 
1ers, lest, by intermixing with them, the Israelites might re- 
a into their system elements calculated to shift the centre 
Of their nationality, (which, as we have seen, was now an entire 
resignation to the will of the Almighty,) and to fix that centre 
on possession and enjoyment. How, if attending also to 
er interests, could they have remained n>d>pp, a nation 
43, a holy people,—that is to say, men who 
— the knowledge and the fulfilment of their duties, and a 
en of that knowledge, the vocation of their life? It 
© picture of this nation, attaining the ideal so placed 
a them, which is delineated by the words: ‘‘ How goodly 
valle y tents, Oh Jacob, and thy tabernacles, Oh Israel! As the 
he oo are they spread forth, as gardens by the rivers’ side, as 
ire lign aloes which the Lord hath planted, and as cedar 
bucke de the waters. He shall pour the water out of his 
t,and His seed shall be in many waters, and His king 
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shall be higher than Agag, and His kingdom shall be exalted.” 


| (Numb. xxiv. 5-7.)—‘* He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, 


neither hath He seen perverseness in Israel: the Lord his God 
is with him, and the shout ofa kingis amongthem. God brought 
them out of Egypt; He hath as it were the strength of a uni- 
corn. Surely there is no enchantment in Jacob, neither is 
there any divination in Israel; what the Almighty hath wrought 
for Jacob and Israel, will in time be pointed out, &c.”’ ‘bid 
xxiii, 21-23.) 
But Israel attained this ideal only for a short time. Cor- 
rupted by abundance, they imitated other nations; they 
tenaciously clung to mere and enjoyment, jw) 
py"). Men, who yearned so to realise their highest happiness, 
could no more recognize the end of their existence to be the 
fulfilment of the Divine will, and were not much calculated to 
set an example to other nations. The Almighty, therefore, de- 
termined to take from them their abundance, and the exuberant 
soil which had corrupted them. The obstacles, preventing their 
attainment of the end proposed, were to be removed. They 
were to lose all but their law; no other bond of union was 
henceforth to exist; /hat alone was now to attach them to their 
God, to their vocation. It is, therefore, erroneous to suppose, 
that since the loss of our country, our vocation has likewise 
ceased. On the contrary, depriving us of our country, was as 
much a constituent part of the Divine plan with regard to 
us, as, under certain circumstances, was the granting of that 
country. With the loss of our national independence, one act 
of our vocation was concluded; with our dispersion, another, 
and perhaps a more important one, began. But, before the 
leibelties were to begin their great pilgrimage aki ages and 
among nations, once more they were to be assembled on their 
aternal soil, in order more closely to draw the bond,—the only 
und which was thenceforward to unite them,—the spiritual bond 
of the Torah; in order to put forth those branches which, 
although diverging from the original root, were still, in conse- 
uence of the noble sap that circulated in them, to communicate 
fresh life to nations sunk in the grossest idolatry and immo- 
rality, nations which could certainly not, spontaneously and with- 
out aid, elevate themselves to the sublime doctrine of an Only 
One, but were to be thus prepared for that as well as for other 
precepts laid down in the Torah. Now, all the necessary prelimi- 
naries being so effected, the Israelites were prepared for taking 
a long, a very long leave of their national independence. The 
Roman came, a scourge in the hand of the Almighty, and 
dispersed them among all nations and throughout all climates, 
rt of their mission, there, in exile, 
to strive faithfully to discharge their duties. And it must be 
confessed, greater than when in prosperity do the Israelites show 
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themselves in misfortune. Assaulted on all sides, without 
power, means of defence, or human protection, delivered up an 
easy prey to their persecutors, they have escaped all dangers 
by flying to the shelter of that law, the adherence to which has 
caused their misfortune and their happiness, their sorrow and 
their comfort, their distress and their delight. 

When the dagger had ceased to reek, and the pile to smoke ; 
when fanaticism, taught by experience the rang of its rage, 
assumed a different face, and paraded before the dazzled eye of 
the Jew all those boons and enjoyments which, as the decoyer 
pretended, were to be purchased at so insignificant a price, (the 
utterance of a few words,) then, Israel once more illustriously 
sage how they merited the high confidence reposed in them 

y the Almighty. Israel passed through this ordeal victo- 
riously ; and, as in former times they resignedly presented their 
necks to the executioners, so now did they spurn all charms of 
possession and enjoyment when these were to be procured at 
the-expense of a single letter of the law. The Israelites have 
thus inscribed with their heart’s blood, on every page of their 
history, the doctrine : ‘* We love and worship only Ong God, and 
we recognize by the sacrifices we bring, an object higher than 
possession and enjoyment.’”’ The Israelites have sealed their 
fidelity to God, to His law, and to the love he bears them, 
with more than their blood; they have, on the altar of their 
n1>3 (exile), sacrificed, to the recognition of the Only One and 
His law, all that other men enjoy or covet. By these sacri- 
fices they have retrieved their position. In their prosperity and 
on their own soil, they succumbed to the temptations of pos- 
session and enjoyment, but in their exile they vanquished 
these temptations, setting the sublime example to the universe 
of a voluntary martyrdom. Who does not see how the designs 
of the Almighty are thus promoted? Israel, finding in their 
fate the clearest proof of their mission, will unceasingly strive 
to pursue it, and the nations of the world, compelled to admit 
the higher vocation of Israel, will at last no more disturb them 
in its pursuit. 

Thus enjoying peace, and the means necessary for the entire 
development of their mission, they will, according to the 
words of God, practice love and justice, even though the 
rest of the world should recognise possession and enjoyment 
as the highest of boons; their sons and daughters will flourish 
in Juvenile vigour, in purity of customs, and in innocence, 
even though the whole world should degenerate into sensuality 
and voluptuousness ;- their houses will be the temples conse- 
crated to the fear of God, to His love, and to His faith, 
even though, in the dwellings ot the rest of the world, tributes, 
inspired by devotion and love of God, should cease to be 
offered; they will become examples and teachers of supreme 
justice and love, even though the rest of mankind should 


make selfishness and utilitarianism the basis of all their 
actions. | 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION fF} 
GENESIS VI. 


This portion commences with the words: ‘‘ These are the 
enerations of Noah: Noah, a perfect man, was righteous in 
is generation,” The inference we deduce from this expres- 

sion 18, that Noah is not spoken of as being absolutely righteous, 
but only comparatively so; that is, in comparison with others 
of his time, he was righteous; but there have been those, 
compared with whom, he would not have been considered 
so. When there is but a single star visible in the firmament 
at night, it sppeam brighter in consequence of the darkness 
around it; in the broad light of day, not a single star is visible. 
Every man has to perform duties conformable to the station 
and circumstances in which he is placed. What is virtue in 
one man, is barely commendable in another. What is bat an 
error in some cases, becomes a crime in others. Education, 


wealth, and many other possessions call for the exercise of, 


peculiar duties, which ignorance and poverty cannot be expected 
to fulfil. The untutored savage, who. abstains from the sheddi 

of blood, is perhaps not less praiseworthy, than the civilize 
European, who curbs his luxurious desires within the limits 
that his better instructed mind prescribes, for, he has exercised 
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a (to him,) not less powerful control over his passions, The 
smallest coin, nay, even a kind word from him who has 
uothing better to offer, is no less a charity than isthe gold given 
from the superabundance of the wealthy. The private indi. 
vidual, who tyrannises over his small household, is no less , 
despot than the autocrat under whose iron rule millions of 
subjects groan. The poor man, whose whole time is occupied 
in labouring for the means to support his family, may well be 
excused, when he seems to neglect that portion of his duty to hig 
fellow-creatures, which requires him to contribute to the welfarp 
of others. But the rich man, whose hours roll listlessly by 
who, placed beyond the reach of want, is therefore beyond 
the necessity to labour, he has no such excuse if he fail to 
interfere in promoting the welfare of those about him. The 
possession of wealth, entails something more than either 
spending it in idle pleasures, hoarding it for greedy heirs, or 
doling it out in small pittances, termed—charitable ‘dona. 
tions! The man whose cares Providence has lightened, js 
expected to lighten those of others. That education, which, 
being placed within his reach, enables him to discover the 
exact distinction between virtue and vice, he is required 
to place within the reach of others who have not the means 
of acquiring it for themselves, in order that they too may 
be enabled to learn those principles of right and wrong, 
the observance of which secures either the happiness or misery 


of existence here, and the reward or punishment in life here. — 


after. Nor isthis all: while his time is employed in promoting 
the improvement of the mass, his faculties should be devoted 
to the practice of the precepts he inculcates,—he can expect 
to obtain no advantage by mere theory. 

The poor man, has likewise his duties to perform; and, 
although he may not have the power to be so extensively 
useful as his wealthier neighbour, yet, within the sphere over 
which he exercises control—his family—he may etfect much 
good. He cansecond the endeavours of those who exert them- 
selves for his benefit, by sedulously attending to their counsels, 
by sedulously availing himself of every opportunity afforded 


him for obtaining instruction, and by carefully instilling into 


the minds of his children, the necessity of following his ex- 
ample. He can learn and teach contentment, the practice of 
our holy religion, and its morality. He can labour with satisfac- 
tion, and ‘bi 
qualify himself and his offspring, for any and every position to 
which it may please Providence to call him. : 

Women too, although deprived of the opportunity of exercising 
their influence in public, may still do good within the pale 
of their domestic circle. They have the formation of the mind 
and character of daughters, who must one day exercise, as wives 
and mothers, so powerful an influence over their husbands and 
children; it is, therefore, incumbent on them to fulfil those 
duties which are their peculiar province; the more so, because 
being exempted from observing many precepts, they have 
the more leisure for conforming to the remainder. 

Thus we see, that every man may be “ righteous in his 
generation,” and, as in works of charity, God ordained that 
every man should give according to his capacity, (17° nnD> wx), 
so, in duties generally, every one is called on to do that which tt 
is in his power to do, without excusing himself by want of educa- 
tion or wealth, and without employing those possessions with 
a spirit of indifference as to the success or failure of his endea- 
vours. The slightest observation of what is passing around, 
exhibits, to every reflecting mind, much of evil in the world, 
much that might be remedied, did but a less selfish policy, 4 
more humane, a more religious desire prevail. Is it not lamen- 
table, that those whom Providence has blessed with wisdom 
to detect the sources of the unhappiness around, should, 
nevertheless, rest content with complaining of the indifference 
of others, an indifference which their own increased activity 
might perchance remove !—how ill-founded too, is that com- 
placency which can even say,—“ I, at least, do more good than 
my neighbours ; I am accounted righteous in my generation. 
Let such a one ask himself, whether he is righteous according 


to his light? A reputation before the world, may be bought or . | 


even ‘‘ obtained on false pretences ;” the monitor within is not 
so to be satisfied; and if silenced here, there is a tribunal where 


his children do so likewise ;—in short, he can - 
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God who gave us His law as t 
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will be heard.—Reader! art thou righteous in thy generation, 
raccording to thy light? 

We have learned from our Rabbins, as connected with this 
ortion, seven obligations, which were specially enjoined on 
the sons of Noah: 1. To administer justice—2, To worship 
God—3. To reject idolatry—4. Not to be guilty of incest— 
5. Not to shed blood—6. Not to steal—7. Not to cut food 
from a living animal.—As all mankind are descended from 
the sons of Noah, on whom the observance of these pre- 
cepts was enjoined, so are all men now a bound to 
preserve them in their integrity. So much importance is 
attached to these obligations, that our Rabbins expressly 
declare, that any man who conforms to them, whatever his 
creed, will receive a reward hereafter and be admitted to a 
share of the future world. The confiding Jew, who, as being “ the 
firste-born of God,” has other and more onerous duties to 
discharge, has still the hope, that others of his fellow-creatures 
can thus acquire a claim to bliss hereafter.—Unhappy those of 
other denominations! taught that he who does not conform to 
their especial “mode of faith,’ must, perforce, be eternally 
lost and condemned ; thus consigning to perdition the great body 
of mankind! The Protestant and the Catholic mutually de- 
nounce each other ; the Mohammedan condemns both; and so is 
it throughout all the ramifications into which Judaism has, by 
time and its revolutions, been contorted. We say Judaism, 
because had it not been for the Revelations first mercifully 
granted to our ancestors, mankind might still have remained 


sunk in idolatry and ignorance. Whence the dogma of 


condemnation, above alluded to, has been derived, it is not our 
province as Jews to determine. T'rue, it appears to us an 
anomaly, that the same people who consider God so merciful 
and kind, should suppose He could allow so many millions of His 
creatures, not only to wander in darkness, but what is still worse, 
in interminable darkness, with a future of eternal punishment! 
As for ourselves, humbly trusting in that bounteous Being, 
the fountain of whose mercy has never yet been dried up to us, 
we are content to let others dispute concerning salvation, and 
to rely for our safety on those sacred doctrines which were pro- 
ated from Sinai. We are taught to love all mankind. The 
road principles of all religion, and the duties of morality, are all 
we ask or expect from others, now. Hereafter, when the ‘ Re- 
deemer shall come unto Zion,” when the day appointed by the 
Lord shall have arrived, we know that the vocation of Judaism will 
be accomplished, by the adherence of all mankind to the funda- 
mental truths of which we are, till then, the sole depositaries. 
But, till that period arrives, we calmly regard the fierce contests 
that are raging around us, and conceding to every one, who 
conforms to the seven above named obligations, all the salvation 
he claims, we humbly anticipate ours, from the hands of that 
ae means of acquiring it. 


THE DUTIES OF A JEWISH PRESS. 
(To the Editor of the Voice of Jacob.) 


Mr. Editor.—lIt appears to me unaccountable, that there 
should exist so Ba fear among our people residing in 

ngland, to venture upon a bold exposition of their doctrines 
and views. It is no doubt highly commendable for us to be 
cautious how we offend even the prejudices of the nations 


with whom our dispersion has mixed us; but surely, the tacit | 
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doubt, this is the idea which sincere Christians entertain; and, 
as they believe themselves called upon to spread their doc- 
trines by all means in their power, to save a soul (as they term 
it), which they fancy threatened with everlasting sufferings for 
non-conformity with Christianity, whether it inhabit the body 
of a Jew, a Moslem, a heathen, or an infidel, so, they offer us 
tracts, books, papers, in short, publications of every kind, 
to force their peculiar ideas of salvation upon our notice, as 
though, forsooth, we had nothing to object to their correctness. 
And, good natured souls that we are, we let them imagine that 
we cannot meet and overthrow them, or else (it would be 
thought,) we would be anxious and always ready to answer 
argument with argument, and to exhibit the words of scripture 
in a light more consonant with our received opinions. In the 
part of the world where I live. occasional efforts are made 
at converting Jews; but nothing like those powerful combina- 
tions of wealth and talent which are witnessed in England. 
Yet, whenever such efforts have hitherto been made, the per- 
sons making them have met with proper opposition from one 
or the other quarter; and publications, calculated to weaken 
the attachment of the Jew for his religion, have been more or 
less replied to, even by men entirely unused to writing. I do 
not say that a great deal has been c Con but merely that some- 
thing has been done. In England, however, it would ap- 
aye: that the powers of the Jewish mind had been paralyzed 
y the fear of something too indefinite to be understood at this 

distance ; daily are sermons preached against their religion; 
tracts are circulated by the thousands from the London con- 
verting press; converts are made, even from natives of England ; 
and still the Jews are silent; not a word is published 
disproving the tracts which are alleged to be founded on the 
Bible. Of what use is the liberty of the press to us, if we 
decline to employ it in our defence? I should be unwilling 
myself to circulate tracts among Christians, calculated to — 
weaken their faith, whilst we are disinclined to admit them to 
our communion ; but for ourselves, surely something should be 
attempted, in order to point out to our children the difference 
between truth and error, as we consider them, and the argument 
by which our side of the question may be and is supported. 
Though we live in an enlightened age, the time may come again, 
when the right to print our books may be circumscribed in 
England and France, as much as it is, or lately was, in Austria, 
where I find the following approbation prefixed to a Hebrew 
Grammar :* 

“ Huic nove auctiori editiont Grammatica Hebraice, a 
R. Wolfe Majer curate, prorsus nihil obstare censeo. 

** Carolus Fisher, Caesareo Regius Censor, 
** Revisor et Translator in Hebraicis.” 

Pragae, 20 Marti, 1826. | 

Such a time has been, and may again appear; and then, 
perhaps, we may be prohibited from making public our griev- 
ances and doctrines; nay, then may our prayers be revised by 
the imperial censor, so that nothing should be contained therein, 
even appearing to bear upon Christians and Christianity, as 
was done in a prayer-book, (as I learned when a child), printed, 
I think, in Prague, where 52 Pow had 
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acquiescence in all the erroneous statements of our opponents, 


(I use the term in a friendly sense) as though we had nothing 
to advance in contradiction to them, is anything but honorable 
to our moral courage. I believe it was the ws Sata Rousseau 
WhO said, that the Jews must have some cogent reasons for 

ir persevermg refusal to embrace Christianity, seeing that 
‘0 much care was taken to prevent them making their opinions 
public. So reasoned an acute thinker, a man of great mind, 
whatever his faults may have been. Yet, had he lived to our 
own day and been convinced, by facts daily occurring, that the 
his do little more than Sothine to confute the doctrines 
to ich they necessarily deem erroneous, he would have come 

ié conclusion that they had really nothing to say, and that 
~hristianit » according to their views also, was too sacred to be 
Pproached with the weapons of argument and reasoning. No 


C 


been altered to poax jpn’, simply be- 
cause the words of the hymn, 7 725, might be construed 
as a malediction upon the persecuting Christians, Now, 
should such a state of things occur, and a powerful effort 
be made, at the same time, to produce apostacies among 
the Jews, would it not tell heavily against us, that we 
should have no means ready to arm ourselves and our young _ 
ones against the attack of our spiritual adversaries? How 
should we be able to defend the slothfulness, which counselled 
us not to apply the precious moments of rest that were ours, in 
defence of Heaven’s best gift? Far better would it have been 
had the liberty of the press never been ours, than that having it, 
we make not the proper use of it. There are a thousand ways 
to exhibit our religion, without giving offence to our Christian 
neighbours ; and books and tracts contraverting their opinions 
may, if deemed expedient, be carefully kept from their view, 

* Our esteemed correspondent is in error in supposing that this censor- 


ship affects Jewish works especially,—it extends to every work published 
in the Austrian dominions.—(EpirTor.) 
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though they circulate actively among ourselves; for I repeat, 
what I have already said above, it would be wrong to unsettle the 
opinions of honest men, whilst we have nothing to give them in 
return. Yet, if we are attacked, we should then be bold to 
advance arguments and proofs as powerful as our books give 
them; and if evil thereby be caused to Christianity, let the 
rest upon those who commenced the warfare. 
transmit to you, Mr. Editor, the above remarks, as a voice 
from beyond the Atlantic, to appeal to our English friends 
ne their, to us, unaccountable timidity; hoping that the 
advice they contain may be viewed in a proper light, and as 
an assurance, that whenever pen or means are required to 
defend the blessed law, their appeals will be answered by many 
in this land; and that oceans, while dividing the congregations of 
Israel, do not sever the bonds which unite us as one people, the 
descendants of Jacob, 
Philadelphia, Elul 11th, 5602. I. L. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


A Religious Discourse.-—We have been favored by Mr. 
x toy Junr. with a copy of the discourse delivered by him, in 
the hall of the Great synagogue, on the sabbath in the Feast of 
Tabernacles, and which was alluded to in an article on “‘ the 
Synagogues during the Festivals,’ in our last. The space at 
our disposal will not warrant any lengthened notice, but we 
give a short account, in justification of the opinion we then 


expressed. The text was 7352) 135 apy na. House 
of Jacob, come let us walk in the light of the Lord.” The 
lecturer spoke of the luminary which enlightens the physical 
world, as compared with that which, rising from Sinai, sheds a 
lustre over the moral world. He alluded to the national desire 
which is now manifesting itself for religious instruction, and ex- 
cused his own youth and inexperience for the task he had as- 
sumed, He then dilated on the wn (it formed the substance of 
our article on ny3D), which shows the parallelism that exists be- 
tween the three Festivals, and three periods of man's exis- 
tence. On this subject he dilated at some length, appositel 

bringing the conclusion of the last Festival to bear upon the death 
of Moses: He showed, that the last prayer of Moses was for 
the welfare of.his flock; his last wish, that the ** Lord God 
of spirits, of all flesh, might set over the congregation a man that 
would ensure their temporal and spiritual welfare.” After Moses, 
he spoke of David, showing that the great object of his existence— 
the buildin of the temple—was reserved for his son, who had 
been so setehousty trained by the royal Psalmist in the law of 
God, as may be inferred from his last charge at his death—his 
jsoNn an. Mr. L. then alluded to the portion from the prophets for 


the day, and prayed that the day foretold by Ezekiel might be 
hastened,—when the Lord will be magnified and sanctified in 
the eyes of nations: and when He will be ong, His people 
ong, and His lawong. ‘‘ For on that day, (said the lecturer) 
the Lord will be regarded as the only one ruler of the 
universe, and none other will be associated with him. On that 
day, the superiority of His law will be admitted, and obedience 
to it alone, recognized. And on that day, Israel, gathered 
trom among nations, will be looked up to as the one peculiar 
people of the Almighty, and, being then united, will, with one 
accord, proclaim the fulfilment of their mission, in the recogni- 
tion of the three principles above named.” 


New Synagogue, Great St. Helens —During the afternoon 
service of last Sabbath, the Jtev. M. J. Raphail, of Birming- 
ham, delivered, in this synagogue, a most impressive discourse. 
A previous notice having been given in our last, the build- 
ing was crowded to overflowing : the notes of our reporter are 
necessarily meagre, and we postpone our notice until next week, 
because we shall, in the interval, be favored with an opportu- 
nity of rendering more justice to a really eloquent sermon.--_ 

Though the time occupied (beyond an hour) was rather an 
inconvenient one, the interest was maintained throughout, for, 
bating some few mannerisms, Mr, R. is generally considered 
the most eloquent preacher that has recently appeared on the 
stage. The reputation, which had preceded him from Birming. | 
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ham, was well borne out; and his auditory almost universal] 
admitted, that such was the sort of discourses which ought to bo 


constantly delivered in our communities. 


Charitable Meetings, &c.—A correspondent asks,—whether 
we are willing to open our columns to the announcements and 
proceedings of meetings held in behalf of the various institu. 
tions of our community ? To this we reply, that we will do so with 
the greatest pleasure, provided the due notices be furnished to 
us. Such announcements are in accordance with the object of our 
periodical, and if there has hitherto appeared any deficiency on 
this head, it is certainly not our fault. rhe advantages which 
might result from such announcements, both to the public and 
to the respective institutions, are too obvious to need further 
remark. | 

Invention by a Jew.—We find that Herr Liepmann, the 
inventor of the art of economically multiplying the finest ojj | 
paintings, has divulged his secret to the world, on terms similar 
to those which obtained the publication of the Daguerréotype— 
a pension for life; in this instance, from the King of Prussia, 
We hens not as yet seen the description, but from some re. 
marks in the ** Publisher's Circular” we infer that the art must be 
the composing, in a series of layers, of a mass of various colors 
and shades, after the manner of mosaic work; from this the 
prepared canvass must be printed off by a peculiar process. 
The “ Circular’ says, with justice,—** this invention must form 
a new era in the manner of propagating the works of genius, and 
the consequent improvement of taste.” _ 

We perceive the name of Professor Moser, affixed to another 
extraordinary discovery, communicated to the meeting of “the 
British Association for the advancement of science,” lately held 
in Manchester. The name of Woser has so Jewish a sound, that 
we should not be surprised to find, that the Konigsberg professor 
is either a professing brother, or one of that unfortunately nu- 
merous class, bribed, by the Academic chairs of continental 
universities, to apostatize from the creed of their fathers. The 
discovery referred to, isa most gigantic stride in the new science 
of photography, and appears to establish the existence of /atent 

i of light radiating in complete darkness, that is, a light 
itself invisible, but capable of — visible effects. In 
more familiar language, light which, even in a darkened room, isa 
means whereby various objects imprint their resemblances accu- 
rately upon each other, the pictures remaining invisible (like sym- 
pathetic ink) until a convenient process renders up the secret! 


The Jewish Press.—We have before adverted to the con- Z 
templated establishment of a Jewish organ in America, and we : 
now hail, with satisfaction, the announcement which has formally 
reached us, that so important a link in the chain of commuti- 
cation, proper to be maintained by Israel throughout his disper- 
sions, is likely to be supplied. The prospectus before us, 18 
“for the issuing of a semi-monthly magazine, to be called 
the Occident, and American Jewish -Advocate—a_ periodical 
devoted to the diffusion of knowledge in Jewish literature and 
religion,—to be published in Philadelphia, by, and under the 
editorial superintendence of, Isaac Leeser, aided by several 
correspondents at home and abroad.” ‘The capabilities of the 
Rev. Mr. Leeser, so well established by his published sermons 
and other works, and the claims which he possesses on the 
sympathy and co-operation of enlightened Israelites will, as ‘. 
hope, command that extent of support which he anticipates. 
We shall be happy to receive subscribers’ names, having already 
established a friendly communication with our transatlantic 
brethren—among whom our paper is beginning to circulate 
more extensively. The plan and objects proposed for “thé 
Occident” are quite analogous to our own, of which Mr. Leese! 
18 pleased to speak approvingly. 


* The readers of our paper will learn some significant facts from oe 
well drawn estimates which accompany the American prospectus. 
to 1000 annual subscribers of three dollars in advance, are declared ae 
cessary to cover the outlay: and a sufficiently national feeling is supp” 
to exist there, to warrant arrangements for a term of years. MH nt nt 
England, the amount subscribed jest ear would not have been ae at 
to more than about 140 members at three dollars; and the sale ¢ ected 
two-pence, to probably 100 more. 
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vasons why the Anglo-Jewish Press should be supported.— 
‘e Proprietor has always been averse to the paredine of the 
testimony, 8o frequently borne, to the advantages resulting from 


“the Anglo-Jewish Press” —but on the eve of back upon 


a fortnightly issue, the Editor is permitted to make t 
extracts from letters received during /ast week. 

“ Your Liverpool readers are eeply impressed with the 
advantages they, as Jews, derive from your excellent publica- 
tion. The impartiality and independence with which it is con- 
ducted, are not the least claims it has upon their favor. It is 


e following 


~ because you will not lend your paper for the pe grr of faction 


or party, that all right thinking men should give it their un- 
divided support. Its columns are much more usefully employed 
in being devoted, as they now are, to the circulation of matter 
tending to the general enlightenment and improvement of the 
Jewish character. I can speak from experience, ‘The Voice of 
Jacob,’ during these holydays, has afforded us many delightful 
hours of conversation. For the body, the Jews take care to 
provide food in plenty; but for the mind, unfortunately for us, 
itis left in a woeful state of starvation. The press is our only 
hope ; we cannot expect better times until the people are better 
informed. Surely our friends in London will not withhold their 
support; a trifling subscription of 15s. or 21s., if general, would 
accomplish the object: they cannot be aware of the great 
amount of good effected by the circulation of a work of the 
nature of ‘The Voice of Jacob,’ or they would not hesitate. Is 
all feeling of nationality extinct? or what do the leaders of the 
Jews in London expect will be the result, leaving (as they now 
do) the people in a state of ignorance, whilst all other classes of 
religionists are making rapid strides in the march of improve- 
ment. I know your position. I know full well what you must 
have to contend against, and your courage and perseverance in 
the good cause is, therefore, the more to be admired. You 
will sueceed, and your reward will be in the knowledge of 
being the originator of a Jewish Press in this country ;—time 
will prove its value, and appreciation is sure to follow.” 


From an American Correspondent. 

‘““T deem ita duty to promote the sale of whatever I con- 
sider useful to our people; and if'men of business and others 
would do so likewise, there would be some encouragement for 
one to devote himself to the public service with might and 
main. As it is, the indifference so generally observable must 
deter all, except those few who care little for public approbation, 
and not over much for occasional pecuniary loss.” 

Board of Deputies.—It is now a matter of common rumour, 
that one of the topics submitted for the consideration of the 
board, at its last sitting, was the proposition of a gallant officer, 


recently returned from the East,—to provide for the Jews in the. 


Ottoman dominions a systematic protection of an efficient 
character, and consonant with the institutions of the Porte. 
Another subject of consideration at the board, is understood 
tohave been,—an invitation received from the Emperor of Russia, 
by Sir Moses Montefiore, desiring his presence at a convoca- 
tion, to be held in his dominions, to effect a plan for the spiritual 
organization and improved general education of the two millions 
of Jews, subject to the Russian rule. Such an invitation, from 
the Emperor, indicates fairness of purpose ; and it is under- 
stood, that the leading Jews of Russia are equally anxious for 
the presence of Sir Moses, as affording a prestige, alike influen- 
tial in preventing undue interference from without, as well as 
in allaying those distorted apprehensions which are entertained 
by the Jews themselves, and which are the main support 
bigotry and ignorance,—confessedly fruitful sources of 
their social misery. We should regard such a mission, if 
practicable, as little less important than that to the East, and we 
wait anxiously, in ignorance of what conclusion will be arrived 
— In any case, we regret the isolated position which the 

nglish Board of Deputies appears to occupy; an organized 
system of Jewish co-operation, now Soe possible by or- 


gans of communication on all sides, would combine, together with |. 


bee Liverpool friends offer so to raise their subscriptions above the fixed 
; “Buinea—if the weekly issue can be maintained. 
Remembering the notices of His Imperial Majesty’s intentions, 
eres | given in our Foreign Intelligence, the rumour appears the more 
e, and we have the less hesitation in giving it. 
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the golden opportunities so often presented to English Jews, 
those intellectual and material elements, better found on the 
continent. 

A recent decision of our Board of Deputies, appears to have 
excited dissatisfaction; we refer to their recognition of the 
necessity for a second synagogue-union at Liverpool. We have 
seudived communications on this subject, which it would now 
serve no useful end to publish. In so far as the parties at 
Liverpool are concerned, the just and expedient course appears, 
as usual, to lie between both extremes; the ‘‘ Board of Deputies 
of British Jews” could scarcely withhold recognition of what 
the spiritual authority declared to be a congregation of Jews, 
properly so called; but we cannot contend that, ‘‘ the moral 
influence of a body so styled, and exercising such functions, was 
employed in any manner calculated to promote an accommoda- 
tion of those mere fiscal differences, which have been allowed to 
make a permanent division in the most important of our pro- 
vincial congregations.” 

Great Discovery /—The Saxon proved to be the real race 
of Israel! ! A smartly written review, in the Literary Gazette, 
informs us, that some gentleman at Cheltenham, with a strange 
admixture of ‘‘ talent and obliquity,” has, in a small work 
entitled ‘*‘ Lectures on Israel, and on the Israelitish organ of 
the modern nations of Europe,” gone far towards asserting, that 
‘“* the Saxons are the genuine Jews.” ‘At any rate (says the 


critic) he seems to argue, from the beauty of the race, that they . 


are descendants of the lost tribes of Israel, the beauty of some 
of whom is always referred to, and who, intermixing with the 
Gentile nations among whom they were dispersed, became the 
fathers of this beautiful progeny.” 

Without having the work at hand, we are unwilling that this 
should be regarded as our own review, and it is merely to 
amuse our readers that we give the playful wind up of the 
critique in the Gazette. ‘* And so we, the English, are the real 


Israelites after all; and without doubt the late war against 


Mehemet, Pasha of Egypt, will end in our recovering Syria and 
Palestine, and the borders thereof. Lord Palmerston and 
Commodore Napier have been clearly instruments in the hands 
of Providence for consummating this end; and the matter will 
be settled according to Moses and the Prophets, as ingeniously 
and originally interpreted by Mr. Wilson.” ; 

This is said jestingly ; but there have been many instances 
recorded of attempts to persuade people out of their identity. 
What would the critic think of the following fact, which 
occured but recently in the synagogue of Manchester. It was 
visited by a few individuals from Ashton, followers of Johannah 
Southcote; they had been prepared by one Wroe, their 
‘“‘ Prophet,” for the speedy (second) advent of a Messiah, to be 
born of a virgin. They had circumcised each other, and allowed 
their beards to grow to their utmost length; they avoided any 
admixture of animal and vegetable products in their clothing, 
and, in short, observed many scriptural requirements besides, 
In the hat of one, was written 4b *nd wp (Consecrated to 
God, a Levite); on the veils of the women, were similar devices : 
in conversation with members of the synagogue, they represented 
themselves as the genuine Israelites, ‘‘ the chosen people ;” 
in short, they believed themselves to be so, and would have 
persuaded the others, that heir claims to be so regarded were 
spurious ! 

Religious population estimates.—The Literary Gazette gives 
on authority, which it calls ‘‘ Romanish, and not perhaps very 
accurate, though approximating to accuracy,” the following 
estimate of the population of the globe. ee 

Roman Catholic . ' eer . 139 millions 


Religions of Confucius, the worshipping 
of spirits, &e. . ‘ ‘he 
Total population of the globe . 737  ,, 
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We are at a loss to imagine how data can be obtained to : 
warrant even a proximate estimate :—so far as the Jews are 
concerned, ‘four millions” is certainly too small a number to 
be set down, for in the Russian dominions alone reside two 
millions, according to official returns: and where are the ten 
tribes ? 

On 1'it.—That a form of prayer has been in 
during the past week, intended for a Jewish t —— 
for an abundant harvest, (in accordance with the order in 
council) to be read next Sabbath in all synagogues. We 
applied for a copy, and should have had much pleasure in pre- 
senting it to our readers in this number, had it been attainable 
in time, 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
Jewish Emancipation.—The son of one of the highest civil 


functionaries in Hungary, Baron Joseph Eotoos, has written, 
in the language of his country,a work on Jewish Emancipation, 


which forcibly points out the wrong committed by withholding 


from the Jews the sacred right of citizenship, and the disad- 
vantages accruing from it to the professors of both the 
Jewish and Christian faiths. This work, translated into German, 
by a Jew (Herman Allein), in a short time went through 
two editions. We note this fact because it shows, first, how 
much the emancipation question agitates the minds of many 
inhabitants of the continent; and secondly, that the expediency, 
and, we dare say, necessity, of such an act of justice, is felt even 
in a state most tenacious of conservative principles, and that 


too in the highest ranks of the aristocracy. 


The dthine-—We read, in a Hamburgh paper of the 12th of 
September, the following: ‘* Prince Metternich yesterday gave 
on the Johannisberg, to which several of the highest 
functionaries of the neighbouring states were invited. Baron 
M.A. De Rothschild, who will have the honor of entertaining 
the prime minister on his return to Vienna, though invited, 
did not partake of the banquet, because his so doing would 
have been incompatible with hie religious tenets.” 


Jewish Emigration.—A German paper (Rheinisch Zeitung, 
Sih dugust,) assures us that the emigration of Jews from 
Franken (belonging to Bavaria) is increasing. — 


The translation of the Talmud by Dr. Pinner is progress- 
ing. One volume, containing 93 sheets in folio, has already 
appeared. 

New Jewish school book.—We extract—from a review 
(contained in the Orient) of a work entitled 4btalion, lately pub- 
lished in Germany, and destined as a reading book for Jewish 
youth in order to awaken in them religious feelings,—some 
remarks which we think will not be out of place. “‘ For several 
years past, superficial levellers have maintained that we do not 
want special school-books, that it would be well for the 
Jews to accommodate themselves to Christian notions, and that, 
in order not to be recognised as Jews, they cannot make suffi- 
cient haste to erase all national traits from their character. Nay, 


_ they think a Jewish school quite superfluous, for they say a Jew 


can learn as well in Christian institutions. These men, how- 
ever, mingle political with religious ideas, and appear to have very 
erroneous notions on education at large. All instruction, in 
elementary schools, is interwoven with religious information, 
and must continue so, for such is the nature of popular school 
systems. Most reading-books, as well as reading-exercises, 
are taken from the Bible, whence it not seldom happens that 
the matter for themes (composition) is likewise borrowed. 
Thus, sentences are constantly recited, and even committed to 
memory, which have a reference, though sometimes an indirect 
one, to Christianity. In tracing these proceedings, we do not 
charge the managers of such institutions with proselytizing 
tendencies, since it is the duty imposed by every creed on those 
who profess it, to use all their endeavours for implanting, as 


early as possible, the seeds of their religion in the hearts of their | 


offspring ; the more so because the whole fabric of civilization 
and morals is reared upon the foundation of religion. The con- 
sequence is, that, however fairly instruction may be conveyed, : 


Jewish pupils must, in spite of themselves, imbibe views quite 
incompatible with Judaism; of this evil they do not become 
conscious until, in after years, they begin to compare and 
arrange the store of their ideas, and to put them into practice. 
The result of sucha collision, it is easily perceived, must be 
wavering indifference and defection. But, suppose it were 
possible to neutralize all these influences,—w at advantage 
should we derive ? Clearly a negative one, for our children would 
have no religious instruction at all. Such is our reply; for 
we cannot concede the name of religious instruction to that 
which is imparted to pupils at certain hours at home, severed 
from all connection with the other elements of information con- 
veyed to them at school ; because such instruction stands quite 
isolated, has no prop in the other branches of education, and 
refers only to the mind, leaving the heart quite untouched. And 
what is religion, which has not established itself in the heart? 
Religion, inculcated only on the mind, is like a furrow made by 
a vessel upon the surface of the water, the next wave effaces 
every vestige of it. But when religion is inculcated on the 
heart, it is like an engraving on marble, it is only by the de. 
struction of the marble itself that the engraving can be ob- 
literated. At the earliest. possible stage of lite, before the 
understanding is developed, and while it is being educed, the 
heart must be warmed and inspired by religious feelings ; and 
all objects to be taught, must be taught in connection with this 
most important element of education. It is only in this way, 
that Jewish parents can secure a lasting attachment, on the part of 
their offspring, to religion ;—an attachment, which shall triumph 
over all temptation. But how can this result be brought 
about? Only by establishing schools on Jewish principles. 
The necessity of such institutions becomes still more obvious, 
when we make the following reflection. Formerly, Jewish 
parents were much less lax than they are now in religious observ- 
ances ; religious subjects were frequently spoken of, and religious 
rites performed, in the presence of children. Opportunities for 
enquiry, and hence for instruction, were thus given to children. 


Moreover, in this way, veneration for the tenets of their creed, 


outweighing all impressions which they might chance to receive 
from without the parental home, was inculcated in their hearts. 


This has, unfortunately, in many families, ceased to be the case. 


Parents, for the most part, no longer set such laudable exam- 

les to their children. By what antidote, then, shall the 
and received out of the house be rendered innocuous? Again, 
a school, on Jewish principles, presents itself as the only 
adequate remedy. On the other hand, how mistaken are 
parents who think that their children can be happy without 
any religious foundation in the heart. History teaches that, 
without religion, man is seldom either a conscientious member of 
society, a dutiful son, a good citizen, a faithful husband, 
or a kind father.” 

Cassel (21st August. )}—The Jewish community here, as well 
as all the Israelites of Awrhessen, have sustained a heavy loss, 
and mankind possesses one noble-minded person less. On the 
17th of this month, after a short illness, our Landrabbiner, 
Dr. Philipp Roman, died, in the 32nd year of his age, «fter 
having been functionary for six years.. Not willing incon- 
siderately to sacrifice principles, the safety of which had been 
tested by centuries, for madden doctrines not yet sufficiently 
canvassed, he was not in possession of the undivided approba- 
tion of his whole flock. But even his censurers must admit, 
that he was filled with the warmest zeal for his vocation, (for 
which he willingly forewent every other enjoyment,) and that 
he was indefatigable in his endeavours for the promotion of 
human happiness. On Friday, the 19th inst., his funeral took 
place. An exceedingly numerous train, headed by the clergy 
of the various Christian sects, and by several civil functionaries, 
followed his earthly remains. Arrived at the burial-ground, the 
departemental Rabbi, Wetzler, delivered a short but deeply 
affecting speech on the merits of the deceased. It was with 4 
lingering wish to remain, and with the most painful sensations, 
that the mound which covered the bones of this excellent man 
was quitted. A correspondent gives the following account of his 
activity in his vocation, He applied himself to his religiou® 
duties with unremitting industry, he very frequently addressed his 
flock from the pulpit, and he studied and diligently taught the law. 
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gervice, since 


His flock knew where to seek for advice in cases of doubt, 
or of apparent collision between two duties. On the school 
and the synagogue he bestowed particular attention; and divine 
his accession to office, has assumed an earnestness 
and a dignity to which it was before a stranger. Every one 
was sure to obtain from him,—in critical junctures, advice; in 
difficulties, relief; in good works, assistance ; in distress, com- 
fort; and in weal or woe, a lively interest, 


Munster.—There died here, some weeks since, a Jew who 
had served with distinction in the Prussian army ; having ex- 


pressed a desire to be buried with military honors, one of the 


‘Iders apprized the military commander of the place, who imme- 
diately gave orders for com lying with the wish of the deceased. 
He was carried to the tomb with all the military ceremonies 
ysual on such occasions. On the arrival of the body at the 
burial ground, the Rabbi of the place preached a funeral dis- 
course to a numerous concourse of people of different creeds, 
and. the accompanying soldiers fired the customary salute. 
Perfect harmony manifested itself between the members of the 
different persuasions present at the ceremony. 


Extraordinary Mnemonic Powers,—Our attention has again 
been directed to Jabbi Hirsch Denemark, who was in Eng- 
land some time since, by an article in the “‘ Archives Israel- 


is.” From this it appears, that “the Emperor Nicholas | 


of Russia, desirous of testing the powers of Ltabbi Hirsch, 
gave him a list of the officers of his army, and that after 
once reading it, he oe apse by heart every name it con- 
tained in the proper order, and then went through them in- 
versely, without making a single error. He possesses testimo- 
nials of his abilities from the Pope, from Prince Metternich, 
and from the first professors in the Universities of Germany. 
He can, in an instant, and without hesitation, tell the word, 
phrase, or line in any Hebrew book whatever, on which a per: 
son may chance to place his finger or a pin: or, if two or three 
persons do the same thing, he will tell them in succession the 
exact positions in which their fingers are placed. It would be 
difficult to account for this extraordinary faculty, but it seems 
that Rabbi Hirsch must be able, at first sight, to tell the number 
of pages between the cover of the book and the place chosen 
for the experiment ; that he must be capable of determining the 
distance of the line fixed on, from the top of the page, and the 
order of the words it contains; and hence it results, that he 
must so know by heart the contents of every line of an immense 


number of volumes, as to be able to indicate the text of any | 


given line, without relation to that which either precedes or 
succeeds, It appears that abbi Hirsch was in Paris on the 27th 
August, and that, at the office of the ‘.4rchives Israelites’ in the 
presence of several men of letters, barristers, merchants, and the 
principal contributors to the ‘Archives,’ he fully justified the 
expectations that had been formed of him. Some very scarce 
Hebrew works were shown him, among others the Sepher Misch- 
mereth Kehouna, and the fifth volume of Kerem Chemed, but his 
skill did not fail him. But what most surprised his auditors 
was his last act: a volume was presented to him containing a 


work of Maimonides, with a Latin translation, 
and a work of Abarbanel, (nope wien ID) also with a Latin trans- 
lation and Latin notes, e desired some one present to insert 
three of his fingers into any part of the book. His request 
ving been complied with, after hesitating a moment, he said, 

two of your fingers cover a Hebrew passage, sinnd m’apn nye’ 

n referring to the book, he was found to be correct; and what 
tendered the thing still more extraordinary was, that these were 
the only Hebrew words in the page!” 


THE FLOWER AND THE LEAF. 
(A Rappinica, pABLE FRoM Les MATINEES DU SAMEDI.) 


Under the beautiful sk h 
( y of the East, in a garden, the sweet 
odour from which was diffused around, a shrub gracefully spread 


branch i la of foliage its 
brilliant Siar es, shading under a cupola of foliage 


morning sun. 


and luxuriously basking in the rays of the 
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A young flower, scarcely budded, stood prominently forward 
to court the kiss of the zephyr: happy in its freedom, it 
revelled in the sweets of the dew in its cup, and prided itself on 
its thorny stalk. As, however, the surrounding leaves pre- 
vented it from indulging the excess of its coquetry, it rudely 
endeavored to thrust them aside, saying: ‘* Your continual 
proximity annoys me; your neighbourhood fatigues me, and I 
sigh for the moment when 1 shall be alone and free.” 

‘* Impertinent child,” replied one of the oldest leaves of the 
shrub, ‘* our care annoys, and our solicitude weighs heavily on 
you! This is indeed like youth! Ungrateful through igno- 
rance, it revolts from those who protect it, and murmurs against 
watchfulness, the necessity for which it does not understand. 
Foolish thing! What would become of you if we did not 
shelter you from the burning rays of our Eastern sun? What 
would you be if we did not protect you from the howling blasts 
of the desart? If we did not defend you from the venomous 
attacks of the devouring insect, if we did not conceal you from 
wee of man who only seeks to destroy you, what would you 

The young flower, insensible to this lesson, only breathed 
more ardent wishes for liberty. Alas! its prayers were too 
soon granted. On the approach of evening, the gardener came 
and despoiled the shrub of all its leaves, from which he intended 
to distil an essence. The flower thus remained alone, glad and 
proud of its independence. But its joy was of short duration: 
the cold night air made it shiver and sigh: the morning rain 
bent it on its stalk: a hideous insect came and thrust its 
venomous trunk into its folds, already trembling with fear: 
about noon, achild, attracted by its yet brilliant colors, pitilessly 
gathered it, crushed and spoiled it, and an hour after, the poor 
flower lay, without form or life, trodden under foot in a path of 
the garden. 

Children! your parents know better than you, the dangers 
which, under a thousand different forms, menace you. They 
know better than you, the means necessary to preserve and _ 
defend your youth. Submit therefore, implicitly submit, to 
their guidance, satisfied with the assurance that the light 
sorrows ofa day will shield you from the misery of a life. 


Lines inscribed in a set of BY VIM (Festival Prayer Books), 
presented to a young gentleman, by several members of his 
family, on his twenty-first birthday—the eve of the Day of 
Atonement, 5603. | 


Accept this tribute of thy kindred’s love,— 
No fleeting gift, no evanescent token ; 
These camel volumes will a solace prove 
In after years, when brittle ties are broken. 


In the Prayer Books for the Three Festivals. 


Here learn to hold deep converse with the Lord 
Upon the days of festive celebration, 

When Israel’s sons, according to His word, 
Together meet in Holy Convocation.” 


In the Prayer Book for the New Year. 


Here let thy gratitude find vent in prayer, 

When some “‘ New Year” is added to thy score ; | 
Oh! con these pages with a pious care, 

Repentant prove,—and vow to sin no more, 


In the Prayer Book for the Day of Atonement. 


When thus prepared, go—ope that sacred tome, 
Unto the day of grand Atonement given; 
“The world shut out, thy ev’ry thought call home,” 
And raise a supplicating voice to Heaven. 


Then, will thy father’s God in mercy hear, 

For ‘‘ Abraham's” sake will pardon thy transgressions, 
And deign to crown thy one and twentieth year 

With hopes of bliss, beyond this world’s possessions. 


CHIRURGICUS. 
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Tus Fatuer or His Peopre. 


Under the reign of Hescham, last caliph of the Omeiad | 
line, Rabbi Enoch was appointed Chief Rabbi of the congrega- | 
tion of Cordova. A favorite of the caliph’s, however, by his 
intrigues catised the pious Rabbi to be dismissed from his _ 
office, in which he was replaced by Joseph ben Gaw. Rabbi 
Enoch, after the affront which had so unjustly been passed on | 
him, retired into private life, and fostering his resentment 
against his \successor, entirely withdrew from all share in the | 
administration of the affairs of the synagogue. Inthe mean time, | 
Joseph ben Gaw employed all his energies and authority to amelio- | 
rate the condition of the congregation, by obtaining for it new 

rivileges, and by rendering the position of the poor, supported 

y the public charities, more tolerable. As the revenues of 
these institutions were not sufficient to satisfy the wants of all | 
the indigent, he sacrificed to this good work almost all his 
private fortune, which was considerable. 

One day, Rabbi Enoch’s solitude was intruded on by one 
of his friends, who came, with every demonstration of joy, to 
announce to him the death of Joseph. The expectation ot the 
messenger was deceived, for Rabbi Enoch, far from rejoicing | 
at the death of him who had supplanted him, said, with tears 
in his eyes, ‘‘ May God pardon him the evil he did to me, in 
consideration of the good he did to the poor! No, my friend, 
I do not rejoice at his death ; it will afflict the indigent, and as 
their interest is more to be regarded than mine, let me weep | 
for him whose life was passed in endeavoring to dry the 
tears of our unfortunate brethren! Leave me to regret one 
whose death has made so many orphans.” | 

(From les Martinées du Samedi.) 


REVIEWS. 


Selections from the Old Testament. (Liverpool. Darton, 
Holborn. L’rice 2s. 6d. bound.) 


Our attention has been directed to a work under the above. 


title, which is intended principally for the use of schools. 


friend, interested in education, has gone carefully through it for 


us, and we can confidently recommend it to our brethren, inas- | the disposal of our subscribers, who may obtain them gratis, on applying 
to the printer of the ** Voice of Jacob.”’ 


much as every passage of the Bible, important to be known by 
children, will be found in this selection, while such parts as 


‘‘ might raise the blush of youthful modesty, though adapted to 


the improvement of persons of maturer years,” are invariably 
omitted, 

‘* The compiler of this selection has attempted to give, in the 
exact words of the authorised version, those parts of the Old 
Testament which are the most intelligible, the most instructive, 
and the most captivating to the young; those which contain the 
most awful as wellas the most lovely representations of the 
divine character; those which are most likely to reclaim the 
wanderer, and lead him in the path of truth and righteousness. 
He has endeavoured also to give a connected view of the most 
important events of the Jewish history.” These, the com- 
piler’s own words in his preface, are perhaps the best review of 
the book that can be given. We have recommended it to. 
several Jewish establishments, and are happy to learn that it is 
to be used in the schools of the Sphardim congregation, as well 
as the new Jewish day school about to be opened by Mr. Lin- 
denthal, It is Mr. Yates of Liverpool who has compiled the 
book, for the use of the corporation schools of that borough. 
We have, in common with other denominations, to express our 
obligations to him, for so very acceptable a service. "Tis true, 
some passages concerning Messiah are given with the erroneous 
renderings of the Anglican version, but they are not introduced 
by those headings of chapters which constitute assumptions not 
warranted by the text, assumptions, avowedly designed to 
es a Christian bias to the school readings. Until the new 

nglish translation of the Bible, (now in progress, by the Rev. 
Messrs. De Sola, Lindenthal, and Raphall,) shall have been 
completed, and also rendered available for ordinary readers 
and family use, we have no hesitation in saying, that the selec- 
tions under review form the only exclusively English version, 
nw extant, which a Jew is warranted in putting into the hands 


Friday only, according to the plan of last year. 


of his children, whether at home or in school. 


Remarks on the Civil Disabilities of the Jews. 
Conservative. 


We have derived much pleasure from the perusal of a pam. 
phlet under the above title.* The author canvasses the shine. 
tions against Jewish emancipation with a spirit of much fairness, 
and then successfully disposes of them by references to history, 
by a demand for justice in behalf of the Jews, and by proofs of 
their zealous attachment to the land in which they dwell: 
especially instancing their devotion to the royal cause, daring 
the rebellion of 1745. The opening passage of the pamphlet 
appears so just and striking, that we append it, regretting that 
our limits prevent us from giving further extracts. Our Jewish 
readers will be well repaid for the trouble of perusing the 
whole; more especially, as they cannot fail to be grateful at 
finding that one, not their co-religionist, entertains so high, and 
we hope so well-merited, an opinion of them. 

Every denomination of Britons, whether Socialist or 
Romanist, Dissenter or Churchman, is by JLaw entitled to active 
political rights, and may exercise a certain degree of direct 
influence on the counsels and fortunes of the State. The soli. 
tary exception to this general rule is formed by the Jews. To 
them alone, although loyal as subjects and blameless as mem. 
bers of society, the dearest birthright of a British Citizen is 
denied: from them alone the satisfaction of serving their native 
land, of devoting their talents to its welfare, is withheld. They 
may risk their lives in its defence, but those honors and rewards 
which are due to valour and merit, they must not look to have. 
Even when high moral worth and commanding mental powers 
recommend the Jew to his fellow-subjects as deserving of pub- 
lic confidence and distinction, and they do elect him to any 


office of trust and political influence, he cannot respond to their 
choice. 


By a 


to which the whole tenor of his life notoriously gives the lie— 


_has no indulgence for the Jew. He must pay a penalty for his 


consistency; and that strict adherence to arte. which in 
other men is admired as a virtue, is in him visited as though it 


* By the politeness of the author, we are enabled to place a few copies at 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING WEEK. 


‘Friday, 7th Oct. 3rd of Cheshvan, Sabb. comm. at 5 o'clock. 
Sabb. 8th ,, 4th cs portion of the week mn) 
Friday, 14th ,, 10th ss Sabb. comm. at 4 past 4. 


—— 


RESUMPTION OF A ForRTNIGHTLY IssUR.—A/ler the ensuing 
Number (31.) this periodical will appear on every alternate 
The retail 
price will be three pence number, as announced at the 
close of the first volume. The weekly issue will not be resumed, 
until adequate support justify the extra expenditure. 


Subscribers for last year.—The following names, for one 
copy each, should have been added to the subscription list for 
last year:—Rev. M. J. Raphall, Birmingham; S. L. Behrens, 
Esq., Manchester; and Aaron Joseph, Esq., London. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

** Jacob.” —Your letter was received too late for this week ; 
please communicate personally and confidentially with the 
proprietor. 

ery many contributions are reluctantly postponed. 

Mr. M. Mocatta’s courteous indication re error in 4 
former number, is received with thanks :—does he wish the 
whole of his communication to be inserted, or only the gist of it? 
His tribute to our ‘‘ moderation and liberality,” is gratifying. 


Terms or SusscripTion—for delivery free within the range 
of the penny post,—10s. 6d. per annum, payable in advance. — 


London: Printed for Mr. FRanxiin, by E. Varry, 27, Camomile Street, 
Bishopsgate. Published by B. Sre1i1, Paternoster Row; and may be 
had of the Printer; of Reynotps, Church Row, Aldgate; of Bagt#, 


Brydges Street, Covent Garden; of Levy, Norton Folgate, and of 
all Booksellers and Newsmen. 


For the law—which respects the scruples of the ten- | 
der-conscienced Puritan, and accepts from the Infidel an oath: 
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